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 The St. Croix County 
Historical Society held its 
Annual Fall Dinner meeting 
at Mama Maria’s Italian 
Restaurant on Thursday, 
October 20.  Thirty-four 
Historical Society members 
and guests attended the 
meeting and enjoyed a 
dinner of either Champagne 
Chicken or Italian Sampler.  
Following dinner there was 
a brief business meeting 
and election of directors.  
New directors Stephanie 
Liberko, John Thomas and 
Kristina Boucher were 
elected to the board.

 The evening’s program 
was presented by guest 
speaker Doug Stohlberg, 
recent former editor of the Hudson Star Observer.  
Doug began by sharing a bit of his background.  He 
was first hired in 1973 by then editor and Hudson’s 
local historian, Willis Miller.   Doug was a partner in 
the newspaper corporation from 1984 to 1987 and in 
1987 became the editor.  

 Stohlberg recognized those in the audience who 
had past ties to the Star Observer.  Doug gave some 
background on the Star Observer which acquired 
its present name in 1909 when the Hudson Star and 
Times merged with the St. Croix Observer and the 
Hudson Star Observer was formed. 

 Doug presented a slide show and described the 
types of stories found between its pages over the 
years and noted that there are bound volumes of the  

 

newspaper dating back to 1859.  Some highlighted 
stories were the great  fire of 1866, the Oliver Wendell 
Homes Sanatorium fire in 1934, 6th Street school fire 
in 1917, Dibbo Hotel fire in 1977.  Other highlights 
followed such as the railroad bridge in 1872, the toll 
bridge in 1913, the interstate bridge in 1951, the floods 
of 1934 and 1965, and the Hudson Memorial Hospital 
which opened in 1953.  

 Doug mentioned that the flamboyant Charlie Ward 
purchased the Star Observer in the early 1950s and 
his wife Yvette became publisher. The Wards used 
the paper to help promote the building of the Hudson 
Memorial Hospital.

 Doug concluded his presentation by taking 
questions and comments from the audience.

Doug Stohlberg Speaks at SCCHS Annual Meeting

Doug Stohlberg speaks about  some of Hudson’s early history from the Hudson Star Observer.

http://www.pressenter.com/~octagon
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President ’sLetter 
 Hello to all of our readers,

 Here we are at the end of another wonderful year at the Octagon House 
Museum; again it has been a very interesting and challenging year.

 It has been a very good year for the 
museum; our director, Kim Bennewitz, has 
introduced new and exciting initiatives 
which led to a very successful year. One of 
the first was to re-introduce the position of 
an Assistant Director.  The Board agreed 
and Mary Lesher was hired as Kim’s 
assistant.  Together they have handled a 
very busy tour season with many group 
tours and an exceptional increase in tea 
tours.  Well done Kim and Mary.  

 We had to make repairs to the cement 
work around the foundation of the 
caretaker’s apartment to prevent water 
damage and to the north side of the 
kitchen sidewalk also.  Our caretaker, Bob, 
talked us into buying an (almost) new lawn 
mower, just because the old one was held together with a bungee cord and 
duct tape and parts were no longer available.  Bob is happy with his new toy.

 Our next challenge is to try to reduce our heating and cooling bills.   
An energy audit proved that we are literally throwing money up the attic 
and chimney.  Closing off the chimney vent, weather stripping the attic door 
and spraying foam insulation into crawl spaces will help reduce the loss.  
However, we ran into a glitch for our plan to have the attic floor insulated 
this season, due to the knob and tube wiring that was found under the floor 
boards.  So for now will have to settle for the weather stripping and sealing 
off the open space to the cupola.  We hope these efforts will prove worthwhile 
in reducing our utility bills.

 Another success this past year was that we applied for and received a 
mini-grant from the Wisconsin Historical Society and were able to raise the 
required matching funds in order to purchase the software program “Past 
Perfect” which will upgrade our entire computer system. 

 Again this year our many volunteers have been phenomenal.  A volunteer 
recruitment day brought in so many new faces, young and old.  We welcome 
all of them and are so grateful for all of the help they provide to the Society 
and to the Museum.

 We are now looking forward to another successful Holiday season, 
beginning with the Christmas Tour of Homes, Victorian Light-up Night and 
walk-in tours on the weekends in December prior to Christmas.

 Wishing you all a joyful and happy holiday season.
 

      ~ LaVonne McCombie

Mary and Kim talk to students during a 
recent 3rd Grade tour of the museum.
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     House Director’s Corner
 Thank you all for a really wonderful year.  We were very busy so I’ll briefly recap the highlights. 

 The year began with a Volunteer Recruitment Open House in February.  We are very happy to have recruited 
some key volunteers to join our amazing existing volunteer group.  This is an event will hold annually. 

 In June the staff position of Assistant Director was added and Mary Lesher was hired to help assist with duties 
of the director.  She has been a very valuable addition to the Society.  Her priority for this year is the implementation 
of a student internship program which will take effect in early 2017.  The selected intern(s) will help the society in 
different capacities while earning college credit.  The old adage “Two heads are better than one” certainly holds 
true for us.  Mary and I make a good team! 

 We also added two new events to our calendar.  In August, we hosted a Family Fun Night.  This night included 
old fashion yard games, activity demonstrations and home made ice cream banana splits.  It was a big hit, especially 
the Piñata!  Simplicity at its best!  In September, we held a Vintage & Variety Yard Sale Fundraiser.  The community 
was very generous with their donations and we were able to raise funds to help support the additional staff position.

 We are planning to keep these two events on the calendar for next year, due to their successes, while adding a 
couple more to the fun and excitement.  A ‘sneak peek’ of events are a Children’s Historical Summer Camp and an 
Adult Historical Pub Crawl.  So much fun!  Watch for details in the spring. 

 The 8th Grade Tour has been postponed until next April due to the construction on Vine Street (teachers felt 
it wasn’t safe as Vine Street history is a major part of their tour).  However, we continue to be very active with the 
elementary school tours and the classroom school sessions.  Educating our young students continues to be a very 
important priority for us.

 We proudly launched a new website for the Society (www.StCroixCountyHistory.org).  It is more user friendly 
and easier to navigate.  Take a peek at it.  As always, your feedback is welcome.

 Overall, we are very happy to report that we have increased public, group and tea tours. Together with the help 
of our volunteers and caretakers, Bob & Janella Johnson, along with the increase of social media, we had a very 
good tour season. 

 Moving forward, we are in full swing for the upcoming Holiday Tour season.  It’s been a smooth transition into 
our new holiday theme called “Wedding Bells to Silver Bells.”  It is very fitting since the daughter of the original 
owners of the Octagon House, Mary Moffat was married to Thomas Hughes, right here in the parlor on December 
26th, 1871.  Be sure and visit the museum to see the reenactment of it. 

 The Holiday tour season officially kicks off with the Hudson Christmas Tour of Homes on November 19th and 
20th.  We are always in need of host and hostess so please let Mary or me know if you are interested in helping out.

 We follow that with the Victorian Light Up Night on Friday eve, December 2nd.  This year, we are partnering 
with the Downtown Retail Committee which hosts the Candlelight Stroll so, we are expecting high attendance.  
Again, volunteers are needed. 

 I want to again thank, all our volunteers along with a special thank you to the Board of Directors, LaVonne, Pat, 
Jacki, Peggy, Burt, Barbara, Jean, Wayne, Meredith, Helen (may she rest in peace) and Nancy for all their guidance 
& support in helping us have such an awesome year!

        Warm wishes, Kim Bennewitz
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Catherine Hughes
 The Historical Society lost 
one of its 
l o n g - t i m e 
s u p p o r t e r s 
this past 
summer on 
July 6th.  
C a t h e r i n e 
H u g h e s 
passed away 
at her home 
in Hockessin, DE.  A member of the 
Moffat-Hughes family, Catherine 
was the wife of John Ingram 
Hughes—he was the last person 
born in the Octagon House.  An 
accomplished pianist, Catherine 
shared the family’s love of music.  
She was an enthusiastic fan of the 
Museum and often visited us with 
her family.  We will surely miss her 
spunky smile and the favorite stories 
she would tell of the Moffat-Hughes 
family who originally called our 
wonderful Museum “home.” 

Helen Talle
 The loss of Helen Talle, a stalwart 
member of 
the Society 
since 1977, 
will be felt by 
many.  Helen 
passed away 
on October 
25.  She began 
volunteering 
with the 
Society as a tour guide and served 
as Tour Committee Chair.  She was 
instrumental in establishing the 
Junior Guide program, training many 
a junior guide over a period of 25 
years.  Helen has been a member 
of the Society’s Board of Directors 
since 1990, providing continuity and 
invaluable background information.  
As recently as this summer, Helen 
helped to develop our Policy Manual.  
We were so sorry to learn of Helen’s 
passing and know that she will truly 
be missed.  

Ethelyn Callahan 
 Ethelyn was another dedicated 
volunteer who  
some of us 
old timers will 
recall fondly—
she past away 
on June 23. 
About 10 years 
ago Ethelyn 
needed to stop 
volunteering 
due to vision problems, but you can 
still see evidence of her handiwork 
around the Museum.  Beginning 
in 1978, She served on various 
committees, and on the board, worked 
on museum décor, photo preservation, 
was a regular guide, and so much 
more.  She was a very talented, award 
winning artist.  For many years her 
pen and ink drawing of the Octagon 
House served as our logo and still 
adorns our note cards.  From repairing 
mannequins to painting backdrops 
Ethelyn left us a visible legacy.  

Tributes to Three Great Ladies

k
Stained Glass Window Restoration Fund

 When the Eckberg Lammers Law Firm moved into their 
office location, at 430 2nd Street in Hudson, they unearthed a 
historic “Bank of Hudson” stained glass window which had 
once graced the front of their office building.  The window 
was put into storage, but with a recent office remodel the 
window needed to find a new home and so it was donated to 
the Historical Society. 

 The window, which is very large (approximately 3 feet 
by 10 feet), is in two pieces and in need of considerable 
repair.  It will require professional restoration, at an estimate 
cost of $5000, in order to be displayed to the public.  Once 
restored, we plan to hang the window, with back lighting, in 
the garden house.  

 It is our hope to raise the necessary funds to restore 
the stained glass window, and we are asking for your help!  
Please consider making a donation to the window restoration 
fund and help preserve this piece of Hudson’s history.  

 You can make a donation by selecting the “Window 
Restoration Fund” on the membership application insert 
included in this newsletter, or view the donate page on our 
website at StCroixCountyHistory.org/Donate.

http://StCroixCountyHistory.org/Donate
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 The Society is fortunate to have many dedicated 
volunteers helping at the Museum. But it is not always all 
work, sometimes we take a break and enjoy some of the 
local sites during our annual volunteer outing.

 This year, on October 10th, several volunteers went 
on a private tour of the historic Lewis-McKay family farm 
known as Sylvan Ridge.  Located between Hudson and 
New Richmond on County Road A, with the scenic Willow 
River flowing beside it, this farm’s beautiful views are only 
rivaled by its equally rich history. 

 Our tour guide, Historical Society member Mary 
Frances McKay, was joined by two of her sisters. We took 
a guided tour of the house and learned about the Lewis 
family.  One of the highlights was the beautiful wedding 
shawl, proudly displayed in the living room, which was 
worn by Catherine Walsh on July 30, 1859 when she 
married Daniel Lewis.

 Daniel received a 40-acre land grant, signed by 
President Franklin Pierce in 1855 and the farm grew 
to 290 acres. In 1982 the house was placed on the 
National Historic Registry and the entire homestead is 
one of Wisconsin’s century farms, meaning it has been 
continuously owned by the same family for over 100 years. 

SCCHS Volunteer Outing at Lewis Farm

Volunteers enjoyed the visit to the historic Lewis-McKay century farm.

Thank You
We are very grateful to the following supporters for their generous financial contributions.

2016 Grants: 3M Company, City of Hudson and St. Croix Valley Master Gardeners 

2015 Monetary Donations: Mike & Kelli Anderson, Jon & Metta Belisle, Gurtie Berkner, Mikel Clifford, Sheri Cox, 
Steve & Pat Cox, Roger & Patricia Evenson, Milton Ford, Michael Frawley, Sam Fudenberg, Go By Local, 
Sue Hanson, Robert & Marion Hawksford, Irene Hines, Tom & Jackie Hugdahl, Catherine Hughes, Tom & 
Eldora Larson, Sheryl Lindholm, Mary Frances McKay, Lois Murray, John & Evy Nerbonne, Sandra & Richard 
Nelson, OWLS, Jean Oxley, Ruth Sather Paulson, Sophie Pope, Barbara Richardson, Georgia Scheu, Susan & 
Kurt Sroka, Rose Marie Stayberg, Peggy Stern, Helen Talle, Mary & Steven TeStroete, Betsey Vanselow and 
Dorothy Wilson

The Society wishes to acknowledge and thank all of the donors who have given to our organization.  

2016 Artifact Donations: Edna Atwood, Meredith Berg, Therese Bowker, Jacki Bradham, Harold Brown, Barbara 
Burkholder, Dolores Cory, Linda Curtis, Paula Dicke ,Terry Dobie, Marlene Doran, Eckberg & Lammers Law 
Firm, Gayle Fesperson, Barbara George, John Goodlad, Vill Goodrich, Terry Gross, Sarah Hawksford Hamilton, 
Jackie Hugdahl, Shirley Snyder Kercher, Kay Kickhoefer, Sheryl Lindholm, Kathy McGee, Jane Mlinar, Peggy 
Stern, Dorothy Wilson and Diane Wright

2016 In Kind Donation: PressEnter 
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 The Society held its first annual Vintage & Variety 
Yard Sale Fundraiser on September 23rd and 24th and, 
the sale was a great success.  This was new event for the 
Society with the proceeds from the sale used to help offset 
expenses for our new assistant director staff position.

 Thanks to the generosity of the community we had an 
amazing collection of items donated for the sale including   
many vintage items.  Thank you to Dunn Bros and County 
Market for providing plenty of coffee and donuts.

 A big thank you to Kim, Mary and a great crew of 
volunteers who organized, setup and the worked the sale.

Vintage & Variety Yard Sale Fundraiser 

k
Family Fun Night at the Octagon House Museum

 The Octagon House held its first annual Family Fun Night at the Museum 
on August 19th.  It was a great success—although it was a bit soggy.  Even 
with a light rain, we had about 50 guests.  Families enjoy an evening of good 
old-fashioned games and treats and hand-cranked ice cream.
 
 Entertainment included activity booths: calligraphy, seed planting, 
guess the grains, yard games, soap making, yarn dolls, learn about artifacts, 
face painting and a piñata.  The kids really enjoyed a puppet show and a 
story time with children’s librarian Mary Moriarty Davis. 

 We appreciate Kim and Mary’s work organizing this fun event and a big 
thank you to the many volunteers who helped make this event a success.

Tetard Pedigree Certificate Donated
 Throughout the year the Historical Society receives a variety of 
donations and occasionally we receive something that we have not seen 
before.  A few weeks ago John Goodlad brought in a donation of some 
photos and a certificate of pedigree for a black Percheron stallion named 
Tetard that was imported from France in 1893.  The stallion was owned by 
Larry Williamson from the town of Stanton.

 Our resident researcher and genealogist, Nancy Hawkinson, has done a 
lot of family research but this is the first time she has encountered a horse 
pedigree.  It will be interesting to see what additional information we can 
find about this horse. 

 Most of the artifacts at the Museum have been donated to the Historical 
Society by local residents.  With donations like this pedigree, items that have 
a connection to St. Croix County, we continue to grow our artifact collection.  

k

Volunteer Stephanie Liberko helps with face painting
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Thank You Corporate Members. We appreciate your support!
Please support the following corporate members of the St. Croix County Historical Society.

Phone  715-426-2100
Email helpdesk@pressenter.com

421 North Second Street
River Falls, WI 54022

       PressEnter.net

Local Computer Repair Experts

Computer Repair  |  Business IT Services  |  Internet Access  |   Website Design

PC & Mac Repair, Hardware & Software Upgrades, Data Recovery, Virus Removal
OPEN EXTENDED HOURS  |   Mon-Thurs: 8am-8pm, Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-12pm

FREE DIAGNOSTIC!

1005 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

(715) 386-0800
Info@PhippsInn.comwww.PhippsInn.com

Civil War Encampment Rained Out 
It was a soggy day but the local Civil War re-enactors from the Prescott Guards

Volunteer Infantry braved the rain and setup camp on the lawn at the Octagon House 
Museum for the 8th Annual Civil War Encampment on Saturday, July 23rd.

For the first time in eight years the encampment was rained out, but Prescott Guards’ 
leader Doug Harmon noted that the Guards ‘soldier on’ regardless of the weather.

The M&D quartet stopped by to shared some barber shop style music under the shelter
of the front porch.

An extra big thank you to the loyal re-enactors who generously donating their time and 
talent to this annual event.  This year’s re-enactors were Doug Harmon, James Karlson 
(pictured to the left), and Don Harmon.

1201 Livingstone Road • Hudson, WI 54016
1-800-895-4999 • www.xcelenergy.com

We are ready for Christmas with vintage inspired gifts, 
ornaments, and decorations. The Gift Shop is also well stocked 
with antique silver, glassware, and linens. This is just the place 

for that hard to find one-of-a-kind item for your home or garden.

Remember SCCHS members receive a 10% discount

The Gift Shop is Open

http://www.pressenter.com
http://www.xcelenergy.com
http://www.nicoletlaw.com
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Winter Calendar
Victorian Christmas Night
December 2nd from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Visit the Octagon House and the Phipps Inn B&B  
for lamp-lit tours, music and refreshments 

Holiday Tour Season 
2016 Theme: Wedding Bells to Silver Bells

December 3rd & 4th, 10th & 11th, and 17th & 18th
Open for walk-in tours on the Weekends 

Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays 12 to 4 p.m.
Also open by appointment for special tours of ten or more guests. 

Please call to schedule your group tour at (715) 386-2654.

The Museum Gift Shop is open to the public during  
regular tour hours and stocked with a nice selection of  

home and garden items and Christmas decorations. 
Members remember your 10% discount in the Museum Gift Shop!

mailto:octagonhousemuseum@juno.com
http://www.StCroixCountyHistory.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Croix-County-Historical-Society/125791960795587

