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 If you have been to the Octagon House recently you may have 
noticed something is missing. The spire on top of the cupola was 
removed for restoration. Recently after storms with high winds we 
found parts of the spire laying on the ground, so it was defiantly time 
to have it repaired… and it was no small project.

 It doesn’t look like it from the ground, but the spire is larger than 
you think. It is over six feet tall and not exactly light. So, there was the 
problem of how to get the spire down from on top of the cupola. Who 
should come to the rescue… the Fire Department. A big thank you 
to the Hudson Fire Department for assisting with the removal of the 
spire. Their new hook and ladder truck reached the spire with ease 
and it provided a training opportunity with the truck.

 Some of the museum volunteers speculated how old the spire was.  
It showed evidence of repairs and had many layers of paint. Based on 
an old photo of the house the spire appears to be the same design as 
the spire that was placed on the original cupola. When the house was 
built in 1855 it had a steeper roof line and in 1860 the Moffat family 
replaced the roof and added the cupola for aesthetic purposes. It is 
likely the original spire was added then, but we have no records of 
what repairs there may have been since 
then.

 Once down, it became apparent the 
spire was damaged beyond repair—
it needed to be completely rebuilt. The 
elegant spire design is more complicated 
than it looks with its tapered 8-sided center 
post, decorative curved sides and octagon 
shaped base, it required a skilled craftsman 
to replicate the spire.  Todd Radunzel from 
C.W. Cabinet Company of Roberts, WI, 
built a beautiful new cedar replica of the 
spire. He was able to repair and use the 
large metal ball from the old spire.
Continued on page 7... 

Our Old House Gets a New Spire

Todd Radunzel of C.W. Cabinet Company poses 
with the new replica spire for the Octagon House. 

The Hudson Fire Department assists with removing the old spire.

http://StCroixCountyHistory.org
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The new spire. 
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 It’s hard to believe another year at the Octagon House Museum is 
coming to an end.  As usual it has been another busy year with Museum 
Director, Leila, thinking up new and innovative activities for staff and visitors 
participation.  

 Again, we needed to hire an Assistant Director, as Abbi Turner found full 
time work in her teaching field.  Thus, started another search which resulted in 
the hire of a Third Street neighbor, Tori Boomsma, who is a great addition to 
our staff with new and creative ideas. 

 Meanwhile pieces of the spire atop the cupola were often found lying on the 
ground, giving us fair warning of its need to be replaced.  With the help of the 
Hudson Fire Department and their new hook and ladder truck, the spire was 
taken down and with the help of local carpenter, Todd Radunzel, C.W. Cabinet 
Company, it has been rebuilt.  Recently painted with three coats of paint, it has 
now been reinstalled. 

 The intern program was again very successful as we enjoyed the help 
of three very ambitious college students, Isaiah, Quinn and Linnea, for the 
summer, which ended way too soon.  We could use that kind of help year 
round.

 We thank all of our Board members, committee members, volunteers, 
interns and staff for keeping the Octagon House Museum running so smoothly 
and efficiently.  We continue to make changes in our operations and are 
reaching out to the community in many new ways, all due to our vibrant 
volunteers and staff.  It has been an exciting year and we look forward to even 
better years ahead.  Thank you everyone.

    ~ LaVonne McCombie and Wayne Haut
       Co-Presidents

Halloween at the Octagon House Museum. Photo by Mel Brando Bowman
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 Museum Director’s Corner
 
Hello and one more happy fall everyone!

 As I finish my second season as Director at the Octagon House 
Museum, I feel proud of all that has passed and all that I have been a 
part of.  I entered my position under plans put in place by others.  I felt 
it a privilege to take on such a task.  Little by little, my own interpretive 
ideas and plans have contributed to the museum programming with new 
interpretation and programming.  It is an extraordinary honor to play such 

an important role in sharing our history.

 Still, I am struck by the passion so many dedicated volunteers share with our museum and 
historical society.  It is their tremendous enthusiasm that keeps our history alive through endless 
interpretation, ongoing tasks, and time-honored events.  

 We had another successful 8th Grade Tour this year.  Did you know it takes some 50 volunteers 
to make this program a success?  I cannot say enough, how very impressed I am with our volunteers.  
It takes remarkable enthusiasm to engage with over 400 students and chaperones for an entire day of 
history searches, stories, and activities.  

 Really the entire season was a success, with our usual events like the Civil War Encampment, the 
Vintage & Variety Yard Sale, and our 2nd Victorian Superstitions & Ghost Stories Tour.  This year 
we partnered with the Hudson Library to offer the Pioneer Hudson History Camp.  Campers and 
the instructors had a wonderful time steeped in local history.  The Octagon House Book Club was 
implemented this year and it has included some insightful and enjoyable discussions on the Octagon 
House porch.  Keep in contact to be informed of next year’s book club and upcoming programs.

 New for our winter season this year will be a Reading in the Octagon House parlor of excerpts 
from Charles Dickens’ Christmas novella, The Holly Tree.  Mr. Burt Witthuhn will bring this story to 
life with engaging and entertaining discussions of this classic sentimental tale.  The reading will take 
place on Saturday, December 14 at 4:30 p.m., contact the Octagon House for reservations.  Continuing 
from last year will be our Holiday Tour & Tea on Thursday, December 5 at 1 p.m.  This is a great 
event with a historic tours, scrumptious tea, and seasonal crafts and shopping (reservations with 
the Octagon House).  Of course, our timeless Lamp-lit Christmas Night will take place on Friday, 
December 6 at 6 p.m.  

 I wish all of you a warm and wonderful winter season and hope to see each of you around the 
museum.  Be sure to keep in contact because we are planning another great season for next year.  The 
theme will be Suffrage: The Right to Vote (1st).  Why 1st?  You’ll have to come and learn all about 
the significance behind the 1st.  I’ll be waiting for you at the Octagon House Museum!

       With happy regards,
       Leila Albert
       Director, Octagon House Museum
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 As a Third Street resident, our new assistant director Tori Boomsma has a 
short commute of less than a block to the Museum. Welcome neighbor!

 Tori has lived in Hudson over 25 years.  As a child, she remembers playing 
at friend’s homes on Third Street and the “bustling” downtown.  She moved away, 
but came back to live here as an adult.  Tori is excited to join the St. Croix County 
Historical Society as Assistant Director of the Octagon House Museum and is 
working on new tour ideas and ways of getting the community involved.

 Tori graduated from Illinois State University, with a degree in Mass 
Communication-Broadcasting. She is an active member of the Hudson Community, 
volunteering on the Hudson Area Lacrosse Association board, and mom of two 
teen boys. She also loves to travel with her husband.

Welcome Tori Boomsma as the New Assistant Director

Tori Boomsma

k

 The Historical Society held its annual fall meeting on October 16th at 
Woodland Hill Presbyterian Homes and Services, with 35 members and 
guests attending.  After a pleasant dinner, the meeting began with reports 
from Co-President Wayne Haut, a Treasurer report from Ken Heiser and 
report from Museum Director Leila Albert and Assistant Director, Tori 
Boomsma was introduced.  Written reports from other committees were 
provided.  

 The business meeting concluded with a recognition of longtime 
volunteer Renee Snow.  Appreciation was also expressed to Burt and Pat 
Witthuhn for making the dinner arrangements, to Jean and Wayne Haut 
for providing the wine and to the Hudson Flower Shop for a lovely flower 
arrangement.

 The evening program was in keeping with the 2019 theme Prohibition: 
Temperance or Speakeasy with guest speaker was Bill Moen. He is the author 
of two humorous and fascinating Wisconsin Bar stories books: Badger 
Bars & Tavern Tales and Another Round of Badger Bars & Tavern Tales. 
The books chronicle an “...era of places filled with smoke, jokes, the music 
of jukeboxes, and of times less stressful, more casual, and less sober.” Bill 
provided history and insight into the many Wisconsin’s favorite haunts. Guest speaker author Bill Moen

SCCHS Annual Meeting Guest Speaker Bill Moen

The Octagon House Museum Gift Shop is ready for Christmas with  
vintage inspired gifts, ornaments, and decorations. Stop in to find  

one-of-a-kind items for your home or garden.  The Gift Shop is  
open on weekends before Christmas in December from 11-4.  

Remember, Historical Society members receive a 10% discount

The Gift Shop is Open
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Former Octagon House Gardener Visits the Museum
 Former Octagon House gardener Lyle 
Folkerts came with his family to visit with 
Historical Society members. Lyle shared 
information about his time at the Octagon 
House working in the gardens as a young 
man. He recalled earning $40 a week in the 
summer of 1947. 

 Lyle remembered riding to work in a 
1941 Plymouth pickup truck with his boss, 
Dirk Pastema, and working with a Dutch 
fellow who didn’t speak any English. Lyle 
said they got along alright since they didn’t 
have too much to say to one another. One 
day while working cutting roots with a 
lopper, Lyle almost lopped off one of the 
Dutch man’s fingers.  

 Lyle recalled that Margaret Hughes was hosting a 
garden party for the Woman’s Club and he helped plant 
1,000 tulip bulbs, imported from Holland at a cost  

 
of $3 per bulb.  Lyle also helped put the Koi fish into 
aquariums from the fish pond in the garden before the 
weather turned cold.  

Historical Society volunteers and staff: (l-r) Christine McGinnis,  
Peggy Stern, Jean Haut, Leila Albert, Tori Bomsma, Vi Chaffee,  

Burt Witthuhn and former gardener Lyle Folkerts. 

Two Civil War Events This Year 
  The Historical Society held its 11th Annual Civil 
War Encampment on Sunday, July 21st.  The re-enactors 
from the Prescott Guards Volunteer Infantry and other 
re-enactors joined us for this popular event.  They setup 
camp on the lawn at the Octagon House Museum and 
presented an entertaining and educational afternoon 
sharing stories of the everyday life of the Civil War soldier.

 The other Civil War event this year was a ceremony 
honoring the last Civil War veteran of St. Croix County 
which was held on August 10th in the New Richmond 
City Cemetery.  The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War honored 
Mr. Alonzo 
Rouse Kibbe 
who died 
on October 
22, 1943 at 
the age of 
99 years. 
Kibbe was a 
member of 
Co. F 91st 
NYVI and 
the last Civil 
War veteran 
to be buried 
in St. Croix 
County.

The re-enactors pose for a photo taken by Dick Nelson.

k
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Thank You for Your Support!
We are very grateful to the following supporters for their generous financial contributions.

2019 Grants: 3M Foundation and the City of Hudson

2019 Monetary Donations: Up to $25: Mary Green, John Goodlad, Rev. Virgil Heinen, Marvel Lemke,  
Laurel March, Lois Murray, Beverly Nuessmeier and Rosemary Stayberg

$26 - $50: Robert & Marion Hawksford, Wayne & Jean Haut, Carah Koch and Ben & Marg Wopat
  $51 - $100: Phipps B&B, St. Croix Valley Master Gardeners Association, Tom & Jackie Hugdahl, 

Daryl & Katie Jones and LaVonne McCombie
$101 - $500: Marie & Harry Blakeman Memorial Fund, Hudson Women’s Club, Jon & Metta Belisle,  

Susan & Kurt Sroka, John & Shari Thomas and Robert Wolf 

The Society wishes to acknowledge and thank all of the donors who have given to our organization.  

2019 Artifact & Supplies Donations: Julie Allen, Steve & Deb Anderson, Robert & Jacki Bradham, Pat Caponi, 
Karen McConville, David Doss, Shelli Erck, Jerry Garriity & Donna Souza, Jill Goodrich, Sally Harris,  

Michael Haut, Art & Nancy Hawkinson, Art Hennington, Judy Kahler, Susan Kahler, Glenn Kees,  
Doug & Susan Liehr, Kay Louis, Jennifer Neverdal, Joann Perisco, Bill Satterfield, Sue Schmidt,  

Judy Schultz, James Steel, Steve Totheroh and Lee Wyland

Join us for Victorian Christmas Night on December 6th
     The Historical Society will present 
the annual Victorian Christmas 
Night on Friday, December 6th 
from 6 - 8:30 p.m. This is a unique 
opportunity to see the Museum in 
its holiday splendor by the glow 
of lamplight. Harp music will 
be provided by Peggy Stern, a 
descendant of the Moffat Family.  

Refreshments will be served in the Gift Shop ante-room. 

 This year guests will tour the main level of the 
museum’s back door neighbor, the beautiful home of 
Historical Society members Tony and Stephanie Liberko. 
Their home was recently one of the houses featured in 
Hudson’s annual Christmas Tour of Homes.

 Refreshments will be served for tour goers in the 
Carriage House and the Museum Gift Shop will be open 
for holiday shopping.  Admission is $10 for adults, $3 for 
students and children 5 and under are free.  

k

The Historical Society will host a Holiday Tea and Tour on December 5th at 1 p.m. Guests will enjoy  
         an afternoon tour of the Octagon House Museum, all decked out for Christmas, at 1004 3rd Street,  
          followed by tea and scones at the at the beautiful Liberko’s historic Fourth Street home.  
             There will be a presentation on the essentials of a proper Victorian tea presented by the 
                 Historical Society, along with a selection of teas presented by Urban Olive & Vine and 
                    scones with clotted cream and jams.

                      The cost is $25 per person or $20 for St. Croix County Historical Society members. Seating 
              is limited and reservations are required. Reserve your seat by contacting the Octagon House 
            Museum at 715-386-2654 or Octagon@StCroixCountyHistory.org.

Holiday Tea & Tour on December 5th

 Holiday 

Tea and To
ur

mailto:Octagon@StCroixCountyHistory.org
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1005 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

(715) 386-0800
Info@PhippsInn.comwww.PhippsInn.com

Thank you Corporate Members. 
We appreciate your support!

Please support the corporate members and partners who 
support St. Croix County Historical Society. 

Gold Level: 
Dick’s Bar & Grill • Nicolet Law Office

Phipps Inn B&B
Silver Level:

Hudson Flower Shop 

k

... continued from page 1
 A big thank you to Maintenance Committee Chair 
(and the Society’s Co-president) Wayne Haut for taking 
the lead with the spire project, he organized all of work, 
and even lent a hand with painting the new spire before 
it was reinstalled. 

 Michael Phernetton, the painter who recently painted 
the Carriage House, and his two assistants finished the 
project by lifting the spire up to the top of the cupula and 
securing it in place. The spire has return to its rightful 
place on top the Octagon House, in all its crowning  
glory for the next 150+ years.

Todd Radunzel with the old and new spire. The new spire begins its journey to the top. Michael Phernetton and crew.

aOpen daily 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.a
111 Walnut Street • Hudson, Wisconsin

715-386-5222 • dicksbarhudson.com

mailto:info@phippsinn.com
http://www.nicoletLaw.com
http://dicksbarhudson.com
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Winter Calendar
Holiday Tea & Tour

Thursday, December 5th from 1- 3 p.m.
Tour the Museum and enjoy tea and scones at the Liberko  

home. Reservations required. (see details on page 6)

Victorian Christmas Night
Friday, December 6th from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Visit the Octagon House and the Liberko’s Fourth Street home 
for lamp-lit tours, music and refreshments

Reading & Discussion of “The Holly Tree” 
 Saturday, December 14 at 4:30 p.m.

Burt Witthuhn will read excerpts from Dickens’ holiday novella  
followed by a discussion. Call (715) 386-2654 for reservations.

Holiday Tour Season: a Dickens’ Christmas
December 7th & 8th, 14th & 15th, and 21st & 22nd

Open for walk-in tours on the Weekends from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Also open by appointment for special tours of 10 or more guests. 
Please call to schedule your group tour at (715) 386-2654.

mailto:Octagon%40StCroixCountyHistory.org?subject=
http://StCroixCountyHistory.org
https://www.facebook.com/StCroixCountyHistory/

